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the Warieu Pass.   What the Ethiopians calculated as about
ten thousand Eritreans attacked them from the south-east.
The Diamanti Group, who had been in Eritrea and the
Tigre for over a year, were ordered to lead the less
experienced Blackshirts out of the Pass on to Shum Aberra
at the side of Work Amba on January 20. A small
Ethiopian post which had held it slipped away to report,
and Kassa, at great speed, sent off five thousand men who
cut off the Group's animal transport.
The Diamanti Group were now in a position of some
difficulty, since they had lost most of their stores and all
the animals used for carrying them across the Tembien.
They wirelessed to the October 28 Division for supplies,
but none came.
More Ethiopians fell upon a section of the October 28
Division which issued from the Warieu Pass and annihilated
them. An initiative of the Eritreans from the south to
extricate the stranded contingent on Shum Aberra ended
in another bloody battle in the gorges of southern Tembien,
and the retirement of the Italian native forces.
On the second day the Diamanti Group evacuated Shum
Aberra and, towards evening, made their painful way back
down a stony valley to Warieu, with their mountain
artillery and mortars. But now every Amba was swarming
with Kassa's Gondaris : when they were near the Pass,
the Diamanti Group were surrounded on every side. Their
artillery, four batteries, were ready just in time for the
charge in the dark.
Fifteen mountain pieces were taken by the Ethiopians
within an hour, for this was their most irresistible mass
charge of the war. Wave after wave descended in the dusk
from the rocks, racing up to the artillery crews with the
drawn sword and wrenching machine-guns out of the
hands of the men who fired them. They lost men in
swathes, but it was impossible to stop the black cataract.
The mountain air, fresh and darkening, rang with the high
battle-shriek of the Ethiopians whipping themselves to risk
any kind of death. The black men ran forward shooting
straight in front of them and boasting in a wild falsetto of
the number of people they had already killed.
The first Blackshirt reinforcements to come up were
charged in the same way and ran, abandoning their rifles.

